
Why is the Lock Road currently closed to the public? 

Many residents in Appleton will have seen that the gates at the top of the access road to 

Northmoor Lock are now closed and locked and a notice stating that the lock road is currently 

closed to the public.  I would like to remind everyone that the Lock Road is a private road 

owned A H Cornish (Appleton) Ltd and there is no Public Right of Way over it. The Environment 

Agency has a negotiated right of access over the road, but only for the essential operation of the 

lock & weir.  They do not have unrestricted access.  Access for those with season fishing permits 

is still permitted. 

Throughout the summer we have been plagued by irresponsible dog owners who are unwilling 

to clear up after their dog and we have had numerous complaints from both villagers and 

visitors about the dog mess. We have tried the gentle approach of notices and asking dog 

owners to act responsibly, but there remains a hard core unwilling to comply.    

Dogs are the definitive host of the parasite Neospora caninum. This is the biggest cause of 

infectious abortion in cattle in the UK. There is no effective treatment and there is currently no 

effective vaccination. Infected cattle are 3 – 7 times more likely to abort compared to un-

infected cattle. Once in the herd the disease is challenging to control due to the complex life 

cycle within the cow and the fact that the Neospora caninum oocysts (eggs) may persist for long 

periods of time in an infectious form in the environment. The Moredun Research Institute in 

Scotland estimates it can take between 18 and 24 months for land to become safe for cattle 

once dog fouling has ceased.  

Over the last few years we have experienced an increasing amount trespass around and across 

our fields. This is in part, I suspect, because we have created a number of wildlife margins and 

habitats which appear to the untrained eye to be unused land. It is quite the contrary. The 

margins and habitats are funded by Defra (Department for the Environment, Food and Rural 

Affairs) as part of our whole farm Conservation Agreement and during a farm inspection earlier 

this year by Defra inspectors we were advised that unless we stop the trespass and damage to 

the conservation margins and habitats, we are liable to be fined. We will be inspected again 

sometime in 2016 to see if things have improved.  We would remind/inform those who may not 

be aware that all land is owned by somebody and that public access to the countryside is by way 

of Public Footpaths, Public Bridleways and public roads. To wander anywhere else without 

permission is trespass. 

Many of you will know that there is a ditch between the Green Land and our fields. A growing 

number of people have been crossing this ditch from Appleton Wharf (owned by the Parish 

Council) and walking, jogging or cycling across our fields to the lock road, creating a circular 

walk.  Significant damage has been done to the ditch: the sides have collapsed silting up the 

ditch and logs have been taken from the campsite and surrounding hedgerows and thrown into 

the ditch in order to cross.  This has further blocked the ditch which no longer drains effectively 

into the river.  We have asked people not to cross here but notices and all attempts to prevent 

access across the ditch have been ignored, cut or removed.  

Whilst people continue to walk their dogs off the lead along the lock road I am unable to put my 

reindeer in the fields either side of the lock road. Over the last 2 years there have been 2 

occasions when dogs have chased my reindeer and the reindeer have jumped the fencing to 

escape the chasing dog. The fencing is designed so that under normal no stress conditions the 

reindeer will stay in the field but it is low enough so that under stress conditions, such as being 

chased by what they perceive to be a predator, they can jump the fencing to escape. Each time 

the reindeer have escaped I have been able to stop the reindeer at Besselsleigh before they 

reached the A420, and it has taken me over 4 hours each time to get them back into a safe 



field. My nephew closely escaped injury from a herd of cows protecting their calves when 

attempting to retrieve someone’s dog which had wandered into the field with the cattle. The 

dogs involved on all these occasions were not dogs staying on the farm campsite. They were 

dogs from the village.  The girls with the dog which wandered into the field of cows and calves 

had already been asked to put their dog on a lead. Some people have asked, how do we know it 

isn’t dogs on the campsite? Anyone bringing their dog to the campsite is required to keep them 

on a lead when not in the immediate vicinity of their pitch, and they are not allowed to exercise 

their dogs elsewhere off the lead, (this includes the lock road, village, Thames Path and 

surrounding fields), and they must bag and bin all dog poo.  Following advice from RSPCA and 

Thames Valley Police, some breeds are not allowed on the campsite. We do not have a problem 

with dogs on the campsite who have commented on the amount of dog poo and poo bags along 

the lock road, particularly at the village end. 

A H Cornish Ltd would like to be able to permit villagers to use the lock road for large parts of 

the year, but members of the public need to recognize that, whether they like it or not, the land 

is private and that access is provided at our discretion and under certain conditions, such as 

keeping ALL dogs on a lead at ALL times, scooping the poop, staying on the tarmac road and not 

straying into the adjacent fields which is trespass. These are all reasonable requests and are 

part of the Countryside Code - which some villagers seem intent on ignoring. 

Last month, a distressed Appleton resident asked us if dogs were supposed to be on leads as 

she had bitten on two occasions by dogs off the lead whilst she was walking down the lock road.  

We now know that others have also been bitten.  

Between 9.00pm on Tuesday 20th and 07.30 on Wednesday 21st October the 2 padlocks on the 

lock road gates were super-glued.  One padlock is the property of the Environment Agency and 

the action of super-gluing their padlock blocked the emergency access for the EA and the 

lockkeepers house was cut off. The other padlock belonging to A H Cornish Appleton Ltd was 

also super-glued. This is criminal damage and has been reported to Thames Valley Police. 

I had planned to re–open the lock road for public access at the end of October, however, as a 

result of the on-going trespass in the adjacent fields and, bearing in mind that there is currently 

no public access along the lock road, the current trespass there too, the lock road will now 

remain closed until this trespass stops and until I have received a signed letter of apology from 

the individual responsible for the criminal damage to the 2 padlocks and a payment of £30 to 

cover the cost of the replacing the chain and 2 padlocks. 

Finally, I apologise for the disappointment that the closing of the lock road has caused to the 

majority of Appleton residents who have used and enjoyed the access provided in a responsible 

and considerate manner.  I hope that I will be able to allow public access along it again it soon. 

 

David Gow 

Director, A H Cornish (Appleton) Ltd, West Farm, Eaton, Abingdon. OX13 5PR 

October 2015 


