
 

 

 
 

Appleton with Eaton  
Annual Parish Meeting 

  

Thursday, 31st May 2017 at 7.30pm 
Appleton Village Hall 

 
 

Minutes 
 
Present: Mr John Adams, Mrs Susan Blomerus (Parish Clerk), Mrs Mary Carey, Mrs Liz Gilkes, Dr Mark 
Richards (Chairman), Mr Tony Sibthorp, Mr Darren Vinton, Mrs Anna Yalci 
 

1 Welcome: Dr Richards, Chairman of the parish council:  

This meeting is an opportunity for us as a parish to celebrate the community spirit that we share in 
Appleton with Eaton and to hear from the various village organisations which are a feature of life in 
Appleton with Eaton. 
There is a change of format this year, there will be no spoken reports, instead the village groups able 
to attend have a table presentation to show what they have been doing in the village, please take 
some time to find out more and if you feel inspired you may want to sign up to the groups. In 
particular, Appleton Cricket Club would welcome some extra players; enthusiasm is as welcome as 
talent! 

2 Minutes of the 2017 Annual Meeting. 
The minutes of the 25th May 2017 Annual Parish Meeting was adopted and signed as a true record. 

3 Reports from the Parish Council:  
Chairman’s speech: Dr Mark Richards: 
Representing the parish council, I am tasked with reporting what the parish council has achieved over 
the last year. 

I don’t want to just deliver you a list so I’ll just mention a few things of note that have occurred since 
the last meeting. 

One of the highlights was the establishment of the Comet bus service headed by Mary Carey. This 
runs on Mondays and Wednesdays into Abingdon and Oxford and has been extremely important in 
providing an opportunity of mobility to many in the parish subsequent to the recent loss of the bus 
services. 

Another highlight was the setting up of internet banking for the parish council, dragging us into the 
21st century. However the modern digital age also provided a lowlight by occupying hours of Susan’s 
time with the general data protection regulations… 

The parish council has continued to work to maintain the footpaths around the village which are so 
important to many of us and the rural character of the village. The positives have been an 
improvement in the conditions of Doctor’s lane and green lane, but we still are awaiting work on the 
path to Besselsleigh wood and hope to see more access to the Thames path. 

In November last year we had a shuffle of personnel and I was nominated as the chairman which I 
accepted slightly reluctantly! To fill the empty chair and to make sure the parish council was quorate 
we welcomed Darren Vinton as a councillor, Darren has also joined the L&R Committee which is now 
headed up by John Adams, to oversee the sportsfield and Jubilee Park. 

A lot of parish council time has been dominated by 2 issues that have been ongoing concerns for 
some time. Firstly the Neighbourhood Plan and secondly the proposed development of the garden of 
The Plough Pub. 



 

 

As you will all know, I hope, a Neighbourhood plan is a document that will determine the vision of 
development in Appleton with Eaton over the next 2 decades by influencing planning and 
development decisions taken by the VOWH council.  

The Neighbourhood Plan (NP) steering group which involves most of the parish councillors have 
worked hard over many months responding to the views and opinions of the residents of Appleton 
with Eaton and have produced a document which will hopefully reflect all of these in a fair way that 
will maintain the rural character of Appleton with Eaton while still providing the opportunity for the 
parish to evolve for the better into the coming future. 

Special thanks go to the steering group for all their efforts, but most of all, the steering group 
chairperson Claire Salmon who had the courage to take this on and Jane Dymock who has persevered 
over the document with a fine tooth comb and has been invaluable with technicalities. Thanks too to 
Nick Withers who has left his artistic mark on all of the NP documents posters and banners. 

I will take this opportunity to remind you that the statutory consultation period is about to begin, 
there will be adverts for the launch around the village and it will give us all the opportunity to 
scrutinise the draft NP for a period of 6 weeks. 

Please visit the NP table for more details. 

On a less positive note the development proposal of The Plough Pub has been a constant worry for 
the parish council as well as the rest of the village.  

Over 2 EGMs the consensus was to object to the development of 2 detached houses in the rear 
garden of the plough and the PC has worked hard to do this, recruiting planning experts, solicitors 
and engaging with others to strengthen our case. 

Currently we await the decision of the second planning application. 

The bulk of the work to challenge this planning application has been carried out by the pub working 
group which is headed up by Mary Carey. Special thanks must go to her for the tireless efforts to 
meet the developers head on. Invaluable to her efforts are the contributions by Simon Jeffreys, 
Richard Dick, John McDonnell and Sue Staunton, to these we extend our gratitude and thanks.  

To get updates from Mary on the status of the Plough development please speak to Mary and sign up 
to the friends of the Plough mailing list. 

In a more positive tone, Jubilee Park continues to be enjoyed by children and adults of the parish 

Special thanks to Mrs Rosemary Page for maintenance of flower boxes and trees and to the Friends of 
Jubilee Park who have had an incredible year of fundraising with amazing events such as the recent 
May Day music with a bona fide local celebrity musician.  

The funds are used to contribute to the maintenance of the park and the friends are essential in 
keeping Jubilee Park alive and well. 

Please visit their table to find out how you can help them with future fundraising events. 

Special thanks go to Roger Gilkes for continued presence at the sportsfield as a member of the L&R 
and Appleton Cricket Club, without whom the sportsfield would be far worse off.  

To help Roger in his endeavours the parish council formed a sportsfield advisory group.  

This group is headed by Hjalmar Blomerus captain of Appleton Cricket Club and Rick Hopgood the 
coach of Appleton under 13s football team and was set up to feedback to the L&R committee with 
representatives from the football pitch users and cricket team so that the parish council could be 
more efficient in addressing issues with the playing surfaces at the sportsfield. 

Currently, work is being carried to improve the drainage of the football pitches. This is necessary as 
we have increased the number of teams using the football pitches even adding in an extra pitch to 
accommodate this.  



 

 

With the investment in the sportsfield we hope the extra teams will bring in extra revenue so that we 
can invest in the pavilion to make refurbishments and to make it a more attractive facility for use by 
everyone of Appleton with Eaton not just the sports teams.  

With a personal account, since moving to Appleton I have been impressed by the sense of community 
and the eagerness of the residents to be involved with engaging in projects to bring the village 
together and fundraise for the various community organisations. 

I was enthused to join in the community spirit and have ended up becoming part of the parish 
council! 

I admire how the parish council continues to support village groups from the young – ox13 – to the 
mature – Appleton Evergreen. 

I want to mention how the way the collaborative attitude of the parish council reflects this and 
without this approach the parish council would not be effective and so I would like to thank my parish 
councillor colleagues in achieving this. 

Last but not least, a huge thank you to Susan Blomerus for being such an invaluable Parish Clerk, 
without whom the parish council could not function and who has made my role as chairperson so 
much easier. Thank you Susan. 

Please now mingle amongst the table presentations here tonight and enjoy the evening. 

Thank you everyone. 

4 Displays of organisations that were present at the meeting:  
 Appleton Village Hall Committee 
 Appleton Cricket Club 
 Rainbow/Scouts/ Guides 
 Appleton with Eaton History Group 
 Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
 Appleton and Besselsleigh Women’s Institute 
 OX13 Youth Organisation  
 Appleton 250 Club 
 St Laurence Church, Appleton 
 Friends of Jubilee Park 

 
5 Reports received from organisations: 

 
APPLETON WITH EATON HISTORY GROUP     

Chairman’s Report.  The group has had another busy year. We have met on 8 occasions to discuss topics of 
interest and to programme and plan for the two public lectures which we have organised. In November, 
Margaret Hauser gave an illustrated lecture on Badswell, and other wells with some similarities. This was 
combined with our own researches on wells in the village. Considerable further information was gathered 
from attendees at this well supported lecture.  

We published our fifth booklet in the AWESOME Histories range which covered our usual eclectic mix of 
subjects. All our publications continue to attract some interest and sell steadily through the Village Shop. We 
are grateful for this facility. We were requested to compile a celebratory booklet to cover the 200th 
anniversary of the installation of Appleton’s church bells. This was published in time for the March 4th 
celebration. 

Our partnership with the Appleton Area Archaeological Research Project [AAARP] continues to go from 
strength to strength. This is organised and directed by Oxford University Department of Continuing 
Education. Our key role is as facilitators, to gain the interest and support of villagers to allow test pits to be 
dug within their property. We are also active participants in the digs themselves and are learning a great deal 
about archaeological methods and have fun at the same time. Dr Jane Harrison and her team of experts 
presented a detailed report of what has been learned over the past year to a full house in the School Hall in 
March. We intend that as long as the project continues, we will organise similar meetings so that everyone 



 

 

who wants should be able to share in the discoveries and increasing understanding of Appleton’s place 
across the last 20 centuries and beyond. 

The History group thrives but would welcome a few more members who would like to pursue and research 
local subjects which are of interest to them. We meet on the first Thursday of the month from September 
through to May. 

John S B Page 
Chairman 

APPLETON WITH EATON GARDENING CLUB  
 
It has been a successful year for the Club in a number of ways. Our now-annual Plant Sale, which starts our 
year in May, was as successful as in 2017; the queue at the door at opening time indicated the reputation 
which the sale has developed. 
The 2017 Village Show last September was equally successful, with increases in both in the number of 
exhibitors and the number of individual class entries. Thanks to all who helped with the Show, and 
particularly of course to John Page, whose energy and enthusiasm is what keeps the whole thing going. 
But there is a great turn-out of members on the day – to run the raffle, and the refreshments, to go round 
with the judges, collect the produce for the auction, etc etc. And of course our High Sheriff as she was then 
as usual cajoled people into parting with their money in that auction. 
Our winter lecture meetings have also been successful in that we didn’t have a single dud speaker – we did 
have a cancellation when genuine flu kept our booked speaker from telling us about the sex life of plants, 
but he has been re-booked for next winter. All the talks which we did have were interesting and well 
presented by speakers who had a real enthusiasm for their subjects, which has not always been the case in 
past years. Attendances were a bit lower than the audiences we have had in recent years. This is no doubt 
partly because our older members don’t always feel like venturing out on dark cold evenings. 
Last year I reported that the Club had planted daffodils on Rosie Page’s patch near the almshouses. The 
display was splendid that year, although rather disappointing this year – a lot of the bulbs refused to flower. 
However, last autumn we plated over 300 daffodils at the end of Fettiplace, at the entrance to the village, 
and when the cold weather eventually relented they made a really attractive showing. We must hope that 
they are as good next year. It was good to see that the Vale, who own the land and gave us permission to 
plant, have mown around the bulbs so that the leaves can die back naturally. Although we have had a very 
good year, there must be concerns, which I know are shared by other village organisations, about falling 
membership and the difficulty of recruiting new members, or getting people to stand for Committee 
positions. At our recent AGM the existing officers and Committee were re-elected without any new 
members offering to join us. The Village Show will be held on 2nd September, and the Schedules are 
available in the Village Shop. We have already booked our speakers for the 2018-19 winter season. It is to be 
hoped that in a year’s time the Club will still be as active as it has been in the last year. 
 
Charles Moorley 
Chairman 

 

APPLETON COMMUNITY SHOP 
 

There is not a huge amount to report from the Village Shop this year.   After the excitement and energy 
which went into the refurbishment in June 2017 business has returned to its usual steady speed. 
 
With the rise of online shopping which has affected convenience stores, Appleton Shop sales have been 
slowly decreasing over the last two or three years and the Directors are delighted to report that, with an 
improved product range and shop layout following the refurbishment, the turnover for the year ended 30th 
April 2018 is £251,285 which is the second highest year ever!      The decline has been reversed and our 
challenge for 2019 will be to be the highest year ever.   (For interest 2014 recorded the highest turnover to 
date but didn’t return a profit).     The accounts for 2018 are not yet finalised but are set to show a modest 
profit. 
 
Most notable in 2017/18 is the significant fall in cigarettes and tobacco and the rise in wine sales.   We’re 
smoking less and drinking more!   Not sure what to read into that! 
 



 

 

We’re also keen on snow – it’s very good for sales! 
 
The addition of a coffee machine and daily homemade cakes has created a well used and appreciated corner 
of the shop where both locals and visitors pause for a short break or a quick bite of lunch.     Our reputation 
as the place to buy good value pasties and other lunchtime snacks continues and we intend now to work on 
improving the offering for those who have that ‘oh-my-goodness-we’ve-got-nothing-to-eat-for-supper’ 
moment. 
 
The very best thing about Appleton Community Shop is its remarkable volunteers. 
We employ excellent managers but otherwise the shop is manned all day, every day by volunteers!   It’s 
amazing!    We sort out newspapers, we bake, we operate a till, we take on responsibility for buying specific 
product areas, we open up, we close down, we clean, we go on shopping runs, we stack shelves, we do 
anything and everything that is required to keep this wonderful village asset up and running. 
 
THANK YOU AND CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERY 
SINGLE PERSON INVOLVED 

 
Jane Cranston 
Chairman  

 

APPLETON VILLAGE HALL 
 
It has been a busy year for the hall with most weekday and evening time slots taken up with regular hirers. 
Weekend hire has tended to be for children’s parties and christenings. As always the village hall has played 
host to annual village events such as the Flower show and Art Week. 
The committee has been busy dealing with regular maintenance, health and safety and the new regulations 
surrounding GDPR. We have also been continuing with efforts to raise funds for the new kitchen installation. 
Richard Clanfield has continued to assist us with running the bars when necessary although these are not so 
frequent and our thanks goes out to him for that continued support despite not living in the village any 
more. 
We had to say goodbye to Lorraine Aspell as Secretary in the New Year but thankfully Amy 
Richards, who had joined as a new member volunteered for the role. 
We have also welcomed other new faces to the committee, Rachel McKnight and James 
Mansfield, so we feel that we now have a committee who will be able to face the difficulties of running and 
maintaining a top rate facility into the future. 
Activities during the year 
 
The Hall continues to be well used by a variety of village organisations and individuals, and 
bookings have remained steady during the year. 
 
Children’s Parties      Regular Users 
Dinners/Teas       Pre-School 
Christenings       Mother and Toddler 
Flower Show       W.I. 
Parties/Disco       W.I Art 
Bazaar/Jumble/Sale      Rainbow/Beavers 
Carpet/Furniture/Clothes Sale     Yoga 
Meetings/AGM’s      Judo 
Elections       Evergreens 
Art Week       OX13 Club 
Carols        Zumba 

Harmony Inspires 
Dance Fusion 

 
Meetings 
Parish Council 
AVHMC 
 



 

 

Our agreement with The Malthouse Surgery is working well and continues to benefit the village and is 
convenient to both parties. 
 
Maintenance 
No major works were undertaken this year but considerable effort goes to maintaining the hall in good 
repair. In this regard, our thanks should go to our hard-working handyman/cleaner, Jim Coleman and 
volunteer David North. 
Future Projects / Events 
Our campaign to modernise and upgrade the village hall kitchen continues. Our aim is to install a commercial 
kitchen, which will be suitable to be used by professional caterers, making the hall more attractive to hirers. 
The committee will be organizing fundraising events but is also looking to submit applications for grant 
funding. 
 
Finances 
It is the policy of the charity to hold reserves that have not yet been committed or designated for any 
particular purpose. The Trustees have set aside these reserves in order to protect the future operations of 
the charity from the effects of any unforeseen variations in its income streams as part of a policy of good 
financial management practice. At 30 April 2017 the Village Hall Management Committee held its reserves of 
£11,641 in the COIF Charities Deposit Fund. 
At 8th May 2018 we hold £11,659 in the COIF Charities Deposit Fund and £27,674 in the Current 
Account. 
 
S. Murray 
Chairman 

 

APPLETON WITH EATON TENNIS CLUB 
 
Appleton with Eaton tennis club has recently published its intrinsic values. These are to be: 

 Inclusive of all ages and abilities. 

 Friendly and welcoming 

 Neighbourhood and village friendly 

 Seen as a Village asset 

 Enable all standards play together 

 Provide opportunities for enjoyable, social and competitive tennis 
 
Membership 
Membership of the tennis club remains buoyant across all ages. A new category of membership has 
been introduced this year to encourage parents to play with their children, this provides half price 
membership for parents who want to play solely with their children. 
Coaching 
Coaching continues to go from strength to strength thanks to our coach Craig Amieson Smith and the 
volunteers that support these sessions. The floodlights have allowed for a longer coaching season which, as 
we hoped, has increased retention of juniors from one season to the next. Where we had 50 juniors the 
previous season we had 80 at the last count for junior coaching alone. This has prompted us to add another 
session on Tuesdays to accommodate the increased interest. 
Club sessions 
All club sessions on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday weekly. We have introduced a new 
family session on the first Sunday once a month available to members and non-members from 10-11am. The 
June and July sessions will be the second Sunday on the month due to clashes with club matches. 
On-line Booking 
The tennis club has adopted the LTA internet based court booking system. This removes the need for 
members to travel to the club to book courts. 
Oxfordshire Club Matches We continue to have 3 men’s and two ladies teams in the summer and winter 
Oxfordshire leagues. All adult members have the opportunity to play competitive tennis 
Finally the club’s annual BBQ will be at the Plough on Sunday 10th June from 12-3pm. Adults £6 and 
children £4, all are welcome, non-members as well as members. 
 
A. Murray, Chairman 



 

 

APPLETON 250 CLUB 
Committee - Chairman- Mrs Barbara Kimsey 
                      Secretary - Mrs Betty Griffiths 
                      Treasurer- Mrs Sue Johnson 
 
Other Committee members: 
                      Mrs Diana Lawrence 
                      Mr Adrian Cox 
                      Mrs Jo Golding (stood down May 2018. Mrs Maureen Alner appointed to replace her).  
 
The 250 Club has been operating since 1970 its aim to donate an agreed proportion of the monies collected 
from membership subscriptions towards the upkeep of the Sportsfield (£200 annually), the Village Hall (£200 
annually) and the Appleton Advertiser (£20 annually). In addition £400 is paid out in prizes annually, £100 at 
each of the quarterly draws in February, May, August and November. 
Village organisations can apply for small donations towards their projects from monies remaining after the 
above payments have been paid. 
 
An annual subscription, currently £4, is collected from members  ( maximum 250 members) around 
May/June. There are 3 vacancies in membership to date created by people moving away, discontinuing 
membership or other circumstances, but thanks to a number of members generously paying more than the 
required subscription the club finances have been maintained. 
 
The committee meets 4 times a year to draw the winning membership numbers and to consider any 
requests for donations received. 
This year awards have been made to: 
Evergreen Club - £75 
Appleton Scouts- £100 
 
Betty Griffiths 
Secretary 
 

PARISH FOOTPATH WARDEN 
 

Since the last meeting I have continued to walk my paths and assess any issues. over the past year I have :- 
 
Trimmed hedgerows and edges, 
Cleaned way markers and finger posts, 
Checked styles and gates, 
Sawn up fallen trees, 
Worked with land owners to remove dead wildlife that caused an issue for dog walkers, 
Picked up endless amounts of dog poo!!!!!!!! If you are walking a path so could others, be responsible and 
pick up dog poo, put the bags in the bins around the village. 
 
Thank you 
Angi Levell-Collins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

APPLETON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
As another year comes to a close I am pleased to be able to report that we have had an exciting and 
successful year. 192 happy children come to our school every day, and enjoy a range of fantastic learning 
opportunities. 
 
Creativity continues to be at the heart of everything we do, whilst preparing children for their lives in the 21st 
century. Beyond the classroom, the children have enjoyed a range of trips and visitors to school, including 
the local fire service. This has included taking 6 classes to the Bookfeast festival, where they met a range of 
authors and illustrators, Harcourt Arboretum, PGL residential, Cadbury’s World, the Ashmolean Museum, 
Steam Museum Swindon, Pizza Express, and walks around the village. In addition, we continue to offer a 
range of extra-curricular clubs, including music, dance, drama and a variety of sports. This gave some of our 
year 6s an amazing opportunity to perform their dance at the New Theatre, Oxford.  
 
We were thrilled to retain our Sports Gold award for the third year running. This award is only given to 
schools who sustain performance in sport over a number of years. This means that the children have taken 
part in a range of different sports and competitions, both in class and externally. We continue to excel at 
these sporting events, as some of our children have represented the school at county level in sports such as 
tennis, cross country and Boccia. Our commitment to sport and fitness is encouraging children to take part in 
many different sports, both in teams and individually. This supports children in developing a life-long love of 
sport, as well as the associated values of sportsmanship, determination and perseverance. An additional 
aspect of our commitment to active and healthy lifestyles has included developing our use of our outdoor 
space and encouraging movement by including more activity into our maths lessons. Finally, two children 
have won Beyond Sport competition, one for a poster and one for poetry. These children will have the 
chance to share their winning entries at the opening ceremony of the Vale School Games. 
 
Appleton children love music and this year our year 3 children have all been learning to play orchestral string 
instruments with a professional strings teacher. Every child across the school has also had the opportunity to 
work with our drama and music teachers on a school play, which has been performed to parents and the 
wider community. 
 
Our Collaborative Partnership with Matthew Arnold School and the 5 primary schools which feed it (Cumnor, 
North Hinksey, West Oxford, Botley and St Swithuns) has once again been an effective way for us to share 
good practice and also support each other.  
 
The school continues to work closely with the community and with the church. This year’s highlight was the 
200-year anniversary of the Appleton Bells. A huge thank you to Roger Mitty and Whites of Appleton for 
coming in to school to talk to the children and providing a great opportunity for the children to learn more 
about our local history and campanology. 
 
Growth mindset continues to underpin all we do. This year we have introduced our Animal Attitudes, which 
we have identified as the learning behaviours that we encourage in all of our children. These include Fearless 
Fox (who faces his fears and worries), Bounce Back Bunny (who learns from his mistakes and tries again), 
Steadfast Squirrel (who perseveres), Bold Badger (who uses his initiative), Must Do Mole (who shows 
commitment) and Mindful Magpie (who shows kindness and empathy). 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the governors, staff, pupils, parents and wider community for 
all of their support and encouragement this year.  
 
Amy Carnell 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

APPLETON AND BESSELSLEIGH WOMANS INSTITUTE 
 
Our local Women’s Institute is part of a nationwide organisation, the National Federation of Women’s 
Institutes. 
Our branch was founded in 1926 in Appleton and all our members then were residents of Appleton, Eaton 
and Besselsliegh. Nowadays our members come from the surrounding communities of Cumnor, Fyfield, 
Tubney , Hanney and Wootton as well as our own Parish. 
Our meetings are held in Appleton village hall on the third Thursday of the month at 7.30pm. 
Most months we have a visiting speaker and in March or April we discuss the resolutions to be debated at 
the National Federation Annual Meeting (this year to be held in Cardiff on June 6th). 
We have time for refreshments, often have a simple competition, a raffle and discuss events which we 
organise throughout the year. In June we have a coach trip to Tewksbury and Worcester and plan a lunch in 
July. 
This April we had a five day break based on Llandudno and we are currently planning a holiday next April 
based in Ilfracombe. 
All our meetings are open to visitors. (there is a charge ) 
as are our outings and holidays. 
Membership of the WI. gives access to courses at Denman  College in Marcham and events organised by 
Oxfordshire federation based in Tackley. 
We have 38 members this year; we would welcome new members and hope to survive to celebrate our 
centenary in 2026. 
 
Sally Lawton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


